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Synopsis

The question at the center of the seventeenth edition of THE IRONY OF DEMOCRACY is "How
democratic is American society?" While most American government books address politics from a
pluralist perspective (the theory that many groups of people share power in the United States), this
book approaches the subject using an elitist perspective (the theory that only a tiny number of
people make the decisions that shape our lives). By exposing the irony between elitism and
democratic theory and modern pluralism, this eye-opening book helps readers understand why the

U.S. government works as it does.
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Customer Reviews

"The Irony of Democracy is a good alternative introduction to American politics and government that
challenges students to think critically about U.S. government and their role in it."[THE IRONY OF
DEMOCRACY] makes a strong case for ideas students have not considered before. Some love it,
others object strongly to it, but it makes them all think about our system and its values in a new

light."

Louis E. Schubert has been Professor of Political Science at City College of San Francisco since
2000. He received his B.A. from the University of Connecticut and his M.A. and Ph.D. from the
University of Southern California. He regularly teaches courses on American government, ethnic
politics, terrorism and counterterrorism, political theory, and American studies. He has also taught

Environmental Politics and Policy, The Presidency, Interest Groups and Elite Behavior, Elections



and Political Participation, Political Economy, Parties, PACs and Campaigns, and American Political
Thought. He has taught at the University of Southern California, the University of California
Riverside, Santa Monica College, and the University of Redlands.Thomas R. Dye is Emeritus
Professor of Political Science at Florida State University. He received his B.S. and M.A. from
Pennsylvania State University and his Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania. He is the author of
numerous books and articles on American government and public policy. Dye has served as
president of the Southern Political Science Association, president of the Policy Studies
Organization, and secretary of the American Political Science Association. He is the recipient of the
Harold Laswell Award for career contributions to the study of public policy and the Donald C. Stone
Award for career contributions to the study of federalism. He received the Outstanding Alumni
Award in 2001 from Penn State’s College of Liberal Arts. Dye has taught at the University of
Pennsylvania, the University of Wisconsin, and the University of Georgia. He served as visiting
scholar at Bar-Elan University, Israel, and the Brookings Institution, Washington, D.C.Harmon
Zeigler taught at numerous universities, including Florida State University, Emory University, the
University of Georgia, the University of Oregon, State University of New York (Stony Brook), New
York University, and the University of Washington. Abroad, he taught at the University of Oslo,
Sydney University, and Passau University. In addition to THE IRONY OF DEMOCRACY: AN
UNCOMMON INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN POLITICS, he and Thomas R. Dye wrote
AMERICAN POLITICS IN THE MEDIA AGE. His other books include INTEREST GROUPS IN
AMERICAN SOCIETY; GOVERNING AMERICAN SCHOOLS (with Kent Jennings); THE QUEST
FOR RESPONSIVE GOVERNMENT (with Harvey Tucker); THE POLITICAL COMMUNITY,
PLURALISM, CORPORATISM AND CONFUCIANISM; and POLITICAL PARTIES IN INDUSTRIAL
DEMOCRACIES. He received two Fulbright awards and was named a Guggenheim Fellow in 1970.

As far as textbooks go, this was a very interesting and easy read. This book takes a liberal view and
presents true facts instead of sugarcoating American political issues. As a required reading, this

was actually enjoyable!

For a person that wants and introduction into politics, this is not the book to read. It can be very hard

to understand at times, very dense.

Excellent government and politics textbook.



Very readable.

This book has a lot of information. It is presented fairly well, and makes a lot of great arguments. But

| find the Kindle version very hard to navigate.

Very good book

Great Item.

This book is a required textbook for my political science course, so please read this review with that
in mind. | found the perspective the author took on the way our government works interesting and
unique, but a little dark. | give it three stars because | found the writing boring and tedious to read. |
find the subject of political science interesting, but this book was very dry. If you have to read it,
there are helpful summaries at the end of each chapter which | recommend looking at.
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